
Lady Bulldogs Wrap Up Their Season in Brewster 
By Hailee Spresser  

 
On Saturday, October 20, the Golden Plains High School Lady Bulldog volleyball team 

traveled to Brewster to play in the sub-state tournament.  Golden Plains went into sub-state as the 
third seed with the record of 23-14. 

The Lady Bulldogs played the second game of the day against the Cheylin Lady Cougars.  
The Lady Bulldogs started off with communication conflicts in the first match, but redeemed 
themselves to get the win in the first set, 25-18.  Golden Plains played a close second match, but 
managed to pull off the victory to go to the semi-finals, 25-20.   

The Lady Bulldogs sat out a game, and then took on the number two seeded Weskan 
Lady Coyotes.  Golden Plains started off slow and fell to the Lady Coyotes in the first match, 14-
25.  The Lady Bulldogs fought back in the second match to win by a small margin, 25-23.  In the 
third match, Weskan took control of the game, ending the Lady Bulldogs season, 8-25. 

Although that marked the end of their season, the Lady Bulldogs had a phenomenal 
season. Golden Plains started off the season right, placing third in the Healy Tournament.  They 
had many ups and downs, and then the Lady Bulldogs hit their nine game winning streak, 
sweeping the quads in Healy, Quinter, and at home.  Falling short in Winona to end their nine 
game winning streak, the Lady Bulldogs worked hard to get runner up at the Ringneck Classic 
Volleyball Tournament which Golden Plains hadn’t placed in for six years.  The Lady Bulldogs 
hit a rough patch in Trego, but quickly picked themselves up for the League Tournament getting 
second place.  As the season wound down to the final moments, the Lady Bulldogs were 
disappointed about the way sub-state turned out, but couldn’t hang their heads because it turned 
out to be the “most-unforgettable season ever”. 

Head Coach Orba Smith reflected on the season, “In a pre-season interview I was asked 
who I thought our team leaders would be.  I said I believed I had a whole team of leaders.  Now 
that our season is over, my answer would still be the same!  All of the girls bought into and 
contributed to the concepts of team unity and togetherness.  Their positive attitudes as well as 
their emotional, intense, and united play were evidence of the girls’ dedication to the team and to 
each other.  “One Team, One Goal, One Heart, One Soul” our team slogan, was embraced by not 
only the players and coaches, but by parents and grandparents who brought in pre-match meals 
and snacks, led cheers, and provided encouragement and support throughout the year.  All of this 
contributed to making the 2012 season one of the most successful in GP Volleyball’s recent 
history, as well as one of the most enjoyable for me as a coach.   The team compiled a record of 
24W-15L.  Highlights were the Hill City tournament where we finished second to a tough Hill 
City team, and the WKLL tournament where we fought our way to a second place finish behind 
Wheatland/Grinnell.  We will definitely miss our two seniors; however, with the great nucleus of 
talented returning players, I envision this team picking up right where we left off, and look 
forward to preparing for the 2013 season.” 

Senior Angela Ritter expressed, “Overall, I felt our season was a success.  In my four 
years of volleyball, this was by far the best season I have been a part of.  We may not have ended 
the way we wanted to, but I’m proud to have finished my senior volleyball career with such an 
outstanding group of girls.  I wish the best for all of them next year and look forward to watching 
them as they continue to climb to the top.”  Morgan Walz, senior, added, “This season was the 
best of my four year high school volleyball experience.  The team felt like a family to me.  We 



had a very successful season, and I am proud of all of our accomplishments, and the way we 
achieved them by having mass amounts of team unity.  I will never forget this season.” 

 


